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had long since discarded their garlands. The weather
had turned cold, with drenching rain and snow that
melted in such quantities as to flood the passage. Ney's
transport broke down and, despite his efforts to maintain
order, the starving men looted some of the way that
carried them to the Leipheim and Guntzburg approaches.
An attack was ordered at both points, but as Leipheim
roads were impassable the main assault centred on
Guntzburg. Here the first of two bridges crossing into
the town had been destroyed, and although the French,
occupying some land midway, worked hard to repair it,
they were driven off. But the bayonets of the 59th
Infantry were more effective on the lower structure, and
October loth found Ney in possession of the town.
Five days earlier Mack had awakened from his dream,
and found the enemy moving on his position from the
north-west. It seemed more startling than true, but he
dropped a feeler in the direction of Guntzburg and -was
promptly made aware of Ney's presence. So back he
went towards Ulm.
In accordance with this Ney was ordered to consider
himself under Murat, whose cavalry, with the 5 th Corps
of Lannes, was nearing Ulm by the south bank. Ney's
grumbling acknowledgment found a ready sympathizer
in Lannes, as, although both men would have given
the palm for cavalry leading to Murat, his generalship
was another question. What was more, he had married
Caroline Bonaparte, and the Emperor was known to be
subject to family feeling. The little Gascon and the red-
headed Lorrainer were equally sick at being responsible
to a beau sabreur with such debatable references.
They -were soon at loggerheads. Murat ordered Ney
to string his corps along the south bank of the Danube,
and Ney replied that an unguarded north bank would
offer a possible way out to the Austrians, who could then
move eastward. Lannes backed him up at head-quarters,
and Murat so far gave in as to say that Dupont's ist
Division need not be brought over. But this was not
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